
spiritual com-
munion each 
day, uniting 
yourselves spir-
itually with the 
offering of the 
sacrifice of the 
Mass, and mak-
ing a spiritual 
c o m m u n i o n . 
There are cards 
available in 

church for you to take 
home to do this each day. 
Also please remember the 
Word of God, and read the 
daily Mass readings, or at 
least a portion of St Mat-
thew’s Gospel.  

A final word of love and 
prayers today for all moth-
ers and grandmothers. You 
are being remembered in 
today’s Mass. You are the 
ones who keep families 
together in hard times. I 
pray you do that during 
these times. 

Today is the 
fourth Sunday of 
Lent, Laetare 
Sunday. It is also 
Mothering Sun-
day, or Mother’s 
Day, as some 
prefer to call it. 
And yet it is diffi-
cult to think of 
today as a rejoic-
ing Sunday.  

Today we implement the 
ruling from our Bishops, in 
union with Bishops all 
around the world, that we 
will no longer have public 
worship in our churches, in 
order to help with the pre-
vention of the spread of 
Coronavirus. The fact that, 
for the foreseeable future, 
Catholics will not be able 
to gather for the Holy 
Mass, and that the key-
stone of Catholic practice 
is impossible, is very sad 
indeed. As your Parish 

Priest, I have the privilege 
and duty of still being able 
to celebrate Mass for all of 
you, and for your inten-
tions, every day during this 
crisis. I will be doing so 
most days at 11am on 
weekdays and 12noon on 
Sundays at St Joseph’s. It 
will just be myself and Fr 
Prabhakar, and nobody else 
is allowed to attend. How-
ever it is a time when we 
can relearn a lost devotion 
from our tradition: spiritu-
al communion. I call on all 
parishioners to make a 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Joseph Oriol 

1650-1702 
Joseph went to study at the 
University of Barcelona, 
and received a Doctorate 
in Theology. He was or-
dained priest at the age of 
26, and was appointed to 
the church of Our Lady of 
Pi. He had a desire to give 
himself in martyrdom, and 
determined to go to Rome 
and offer himself for the 

foreign missions, but fell 
sick at Marseilles on the 
way and had to return to 
Barcelona. His priestly life 
was one of humility, pro-
found devotion and pen-
ance, and prudence in 
counselling souls. He was 
renowned for his prophetic 
and miraculous powers. 
The dying, blind, lame, 
deaf and dumb were in-
stantly cured by him. 
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KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
pp.partnershipparishes@gmail. 
com 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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CHURCH OPENING THIS WEEK 

Saturday Winifred Maughan Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Canon John Joseph Welch Saturday 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Int Winnie & Vincent Farrell 

John Hodgkinson 

Monday Joe Flatley Friday Int Breada O’Driscoll 

All our churches are now closed to the public and 
parishioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by unit-
ing your intentions to the offering of the Mass and 

making a Spiritual Communion.  

Confessions are available by private arrangement. 
Please leave a message on the Presbytery phone or 

email fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
There will be no Open House on Monday evenings until 
further notice. No arrangements can be made for Bap-
tisms at the moment. For any other enquiries, please 
phone the Presbytery. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St John’s: Frank & Bernard Smithson; Joseph Samuel 
Coates; Winnie Maughan & Family and Frank Gibson 
(speedy recovery)  
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
St Patrick’s: Dora Hewitt 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5.  Please place in an envelope and note 
the intention and church and drop in to the presby-
tery or bring to church when it is open. 

A MESSAGE FROM H.E. V INCENT CARD . N ICHOLS 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, so many aspects of our lives must change. This includes the ways in which we 
publicly express our faith. It is very clear that, following official advice and in order to keep each other safe, save lives and 
support the NHS, at this time we must not gather for public acts of worship in our churches. This will begin from Friday 
evening, 20th March 2020, until further notice. 

Our churches will remain open. They are not closing. They will be a focal point of prayer, where you will find solace and 
strength. In visiting our churches at this time, we will observe with great care the practices of hygiene and the guidance on 
social distancing. 

However, the celebration of Mass, Sunday by Sunday and day by day, will take place without a public congregation. 

Knowing that the Mass is being celebrated; joining in spiritually in that celebration; watching the live-streaming of the 
Mass; following its prayers at home; making an act of spiritual communion: this is how we share in the Sacrifice of Christ in 
these days. These are the ways in which we will sanctify Sunday, and indeed every day. 

We want everyone to understand that in these emergency circumstances, and for as long as they last, the obligation to at-
tend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is removed. This is, without doubt, the teaching of the Church (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 2181). This pandemic is the ‘serious reason’ why this obligation does not apply at this time. 

Your own bishop and parish priest will provide further support, encouragement and information about our way of prayer 
together in the coming weeks. 

The second vital aspect of these challenging times is our care for each other. There are so many ways in which we are to do 
this: being attentive to the needs of our neighbour, especially the elderly and vulnerable; contributing to our local food 
banks; volunteering for charitable initiatives and organisations; simply keeping in touch by all the means open to us. 

During these disturbing and threatening times, the rhythm of the prayer of the Church will continue. Please play your part 
in it. The effort of daily kindness and mutual support for all will continue and increase. Please play your part in this too. 
For your commitment to this, we thank you. 

May God bless us all. 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
President of the Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales 

L:ive streamed mass &          
Resources 

The Cardinal mentions the live streaming of Mass in his 
letter. We are not set up in our parishes for this at the 
moment. However, Fr Michael Glover will be live 
streaming Mass each day at 9.30am and Devotions at 
8pm. To access this please go to https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / C a t h o l i c T r e n t V /
videos/195440885094490/ If  you are not on Facebook 
then you can find other alternatives on the Diocesan 
website at www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/parishes-
online. 

Fr Julian will be uploading content—homilies and reflec-
tions. Please sign up to the ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ 
channel on YouTube.  

If all of this is absolutely foreign territory to you, our 
usual bulletins and Mass Readings sheets are available at 
the church during opening times. You can also pick up 
the Spiritual Communion daily devotional card at the 
Church too. All that is available in print at church is also 
online on the Partnership of Parishes website. 



FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£381.20, Non Gift Aid £121.00, 
Total £502.20. CAFOD £157.50.   
Goldenhill Gift Aid £210.00, Non 
Gift Aid £138.09, Total £348.09. 
CAFOD £111.21. Kidsgrove Gift 
Aid Gift Aid £178.00, Non Gift Aid 
£103.76, Total £281.76. CAFOD 
£283.55.  

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This week 1st Prize £20, 
No.65 B McGough; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.94 S Woodward; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.171 M Kirkham.  

YOUR WEEKLY OFFERING IS 
AS NECESSARY TO US AS EVER. 
OUR BILLS KEEP COMING IN, 
IN SPITE OF THE SITUATION. 
PLEASE PLACE OFFERTORY IN 
THE PLATE IN CHURCH WHEN 
OPEN, OR POST THORUGH 
THE PRESBYTERY DOOR AT 
A N Y  T I M E ,  F O R  A N Y 
CHURCH. 

John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33-45 

Mary and Martha sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sick-
ness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the dis-
ciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. When Martha 
heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been 
here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your 
brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus 
said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
the one who was to come into this world.’ Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where 
have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there 
were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sigh-
ing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to 
him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my 
prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may 
believe it was you who sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man 
came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go 
free.’ Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Hospital Do you know of someone 
in  hospital? The chaplaincy are not 
automatically notified. If there is an 
emergency, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400.  

Fr Julian has now passed the half way 
mark on his Camino to Santiago. The 

Camino is paused for the summer. 
You can still donate at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Vocations Mass The Deanery voca-
tions Mass which was to have been 
celebrated on 24th March has, like all 
celebrations of Mass, been cancelled. 

Are you self-isolating, but feeling 
lonely and need a chat?  

Need someone to pick up groceries 
or prescriptions?  

Need help finding out where to get 
help with other things? 

Call St Joseph’s Volunteers 
Monday to Friday 10am to 1pm on 

07388 401583   
or email 

goldenhillsandyfordvolunteer 
@gmail.com� 

We are here to help you! 


